The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500
Re: Concern Regarding Potential Nomination of NYPD Commissioner Ray Kelly for Secretary of
Homeland Security
Dear President Obama,
The National Coalition of South Asian Organizations (NCSO), a network of organizations coordinated by
South Asian Americans Leading Together (SAALT) that serve, organize, and advocate on behalf of the
South Asian community, is deeply concerned about the potential nomination of New York City Policy
Department (NYPD) Commissioner Ray Kelly to the role of Secretary of the Department of Homeland
Security. As a group of South Asian organizations, many of which are New York City based, we have
expressed our disappointment and alarm over the NYPD’s problematic policies under Commissioner
Kelly’s leadership. The NYPD’s practices of profiling and surveillance are ineffective, violate the civil
rights of Americans, and destroy community relations.
Based on the Administration’s Strategic Implementation Plan for Empowering Local Partners to Prevent
Violent Extremism in the United States, building relationships and trust between law enforcement and
communities are a priority to the safety of our nation.1 Additionally, casting suspicion on entire
communities undermines these relationships and takes the focus away from individuals that might pose
a real threat.2 Unfortunately, Commissioner Kelly’s actions have not been consistent with these
principles.
Instead, Commissioner Kelly has supported and participated in programs that engage in the profiling and
surveillance of Muslim Americans in New York City as well as surrounding areas. For example,
Commissioner Kelly placed tens of thousands of Muslims under surveillance, collecting intelligence on at
least 250 mosques, 12 Islamic schools, 31 Muslim student organizations, 10 non-profit organizations,
and 263 “ethnic hotspots” since 2011.3 The methods for obtaining this information were very invasive
on the everyday lives of Muslim Americans as they often involved undercover officers and paid
informants spying on individuals in places of worship, at cafes, on student whitewater-rafting trips, and
during many other personal activities. Much like other forms of profiling, such as the National Security
Entry-Exit Registration Program,4 these measures have also been ineffective.5 However, Commissioner
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Kelly has minimized the scope of the program and continued to defend it despite its ineffectiveness.6
Additionally, Commissioner Kelly fails to understand the harmful effects that these methods have on law
enforcement and government relationships with communities. As with other forms of profiling,
surveillance of Muslim Americans has resulted in an erosion of trust with the NYPD, making it unlikely
that individuals from these communities will reach out to the NYPD to report crimes, thereby making all
of society less safe. Additionally, these methods have a chilling effect on the fundamental rights of
Muslim Americans to practice their religion. For example, as a result of the NYPD’s actions under
Commissioner Kelly, many Muslim Americans avoid attending mosques, engaging in social-religious
activities and Muslim student organizations, and discussing politics, religion, world events, and the like.7
The effect of these actions is so far reaching that it not only destroys these relationships, but also
creates an environment in which Muslim Americans cannot make choices about their daily activities
without taking into consideration whether they want their privacy violated by the NYPD.
Commissioner Kelly further demonstrates his lack of understanding of the repercussions of these
methods of profiling by overseeing the distribution of reports that equate Islam with terrorism,8 falsely
denying knowledge of his use of a NYPD training video that casts suspicion on Muslim Americans,9 and
dismissing concerns regarding the impact of these methods on individuals, communities, and the safety
of our society.
As a result of these policies, numerous actions have taken place that exemplify concern or even distaste
for the NYPD’s practices under Commissioner Kelly. For example, members of New York City Council
voted overwhelmingly for oversight of the NYPD by an independent inspector general through the
Community Safe Act, the Department of Justice supported a court-appointed monitor of the NYPD, and
organizations and community members have pursued legal recourse against the NYPD, to name a few.
Numerous other individuals and agencies have taken similar positions, evoking concern for the NYPD’s
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practices, such as Newark’s FBI Chief and the CIA Inspector General.
The problematic nature of Commissioner Kelly’s practices has been felt from community members and
organizations to legislators and government agencies. Not only are these practices a violation of our civil
rights and ineffective, but the destruction of trust between communities and law enforcement have farreaching negative effects and run contrary to the ideals of our nation. Increasingly since September 11th,
Muslim, Sikh, South Asian, and Arab Americans have been profiled at alarming rates and the detrimental
impact of profiling and surveillance has been felt by individuals, communities, and our nation as a
whole. Creating an environment of trust between community members and law enforcement is
essential to the safety of our nation, and yet, Commissioner Kelly has done more harm to that trust than
good.
For these reasons, the NCSO has grave concerns regarding the possibility of Commissioner Kelly
becoming the Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security. His actions display methods of
aggressive policing at the expense of civil rights and community relations and without regard for the
expense to individuals, communities, and our nation. We ask that you consider these issues in your
decision.
If you have any questions, please contact Manar Waheed, Policy Director at South Asian Americans
Leading Together (SAALT) at (301) 270-1855.
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